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Kia ora koutou, WWW.WAIKARETU.SCHOOL.NZ

As we head into the final week of Term 2, | want to take a moment to reflect on what a
successful term it has been. From getting stuck into the mud at our recent Mud Run to
exploring the wildlife on our Hamilton Zoo trip, our students have made some wonderful
memories.

Behind the scenes, there has been some fantastic academic growth too. Our Maths
Acceleration sessions with selected students have been a huge success, supporting our
students to stretch their learning. At the same time, our teaching team has been working
hard behind the scenes, integrating the Refreshed Curriculum into our daily classrooms
to ensure your children are getting the very best education possible. We're also excited to
let you know that we welcome back Miss Hannah Cassidy in Koowhai Room as of term 3!

Thank you to everyone who has already attended our Three-Way Interviews. These
conversations are vital, as they allow us to set collaborative goals to support your child's
learning journey. If you weren't able to make it, please make an appointment with your
child’s classroom teacher for a time after school that suits you.

As we emerge out of the winter solstice—the longest night of the year—we turn our
attention to the reappearance of the Matariki star cluster. Traditionally, for Maaori
people, this mid-winter moment was celebrated after the seasonal crops were gathered
and storehouses were full. It was a time to share the bounty of the harvest, feast with
whaanau, and give thanks. Not too dissimilar festivities took place (and still do) in
Northern Europe during Yule, where some of my Viking ancestors for example, embraced
the beginning of warmer days with songs, good food and celebrations of light.

To honour Matariki, we invite our entire community to celebrate the Maaori New Year
with us next Wednesday at the Weraroa Marae (students to be there by 5.15pm, everyone
else is welcome from 5.30pm). Please bring a plate of finger food to share. We cannot
wait to see you there to celebrate, connect, and reflect before a well-deserved term
break.

Ngaa manaakitanga,

Bernie Denton-van Loon
Principal / Tumuaki

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE | PAGE 1



https://www.waikaretu.school.nz/

SCHOOL

WORKING BEE
SUNDAY 26TH JULY
9AM - 1PM

w

) W

1 |

. .[ -
i

L0

Happy Birthday Will
who turns 12 on the 28th
of July
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IMPORTANT DATES

Tuesday 30th June
Year 7% Technology Huntly

Wednesday 1°* July
Matariki Evening

Friday 3" July
School Term 2 ends

Monday 20'" July
School Term 3 Starts

Friday 14'" August
Waikaretu School Cross
Country

Friday 25" September
Teacher Only Day

Friday 23'* October
Teacher Only Day

Friday Pie Day

Every Friday we will heat
up any food the children
bring (pies, sausage rolls,
toasted sandwiches etc)
for lunch Iin the pie
warmer. Please let them
know to give their
wrapped (not clingfilm)
named food to a teacher
in the morning.

Important Information



WAIKARETU PLAYGROUP
Community Notices

Bring your Tamariki along for a
play. Have a chat and coffee and

make lasting connections with
SGHOOL MA’TAK"' EVEN,NG the other mothers, fathers, or
caregivers at the school. Please
Wednesday1 July @ 5:30pm at contact Catherine Hore 021 113

7770
Weraroa Marae. Please bring a plate
of finger food to share.

Everyone is welcome!

We look forward to seeing you there.
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See the last page of our newsletter
for our sponsors and their services.
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Assembly & Awards 15" June
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Aria, Mia and Mac received the The WAI Way prizes went to
WAI Way assembly certificates. Mac and Eli.
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Assembly & Awards 22nd June

ongrotu atlons.

Caeley and Ben received the WAI The WAI Way prizes went to
Way assembly certificates. Ayla and Jasmine.

Congratulatlons'

S

Download Our School ApFE

With our Skool
Loop app!

Download today

to keep up to

date with school
information.
Notices, newsletters,
absentee
notifications and
much more.

Simple free download
Scan the QR code or In Google play & App Store search
'Skool Loop’ & choose our school once installed.

Margo, Ayden and Will received
their WAI Way bands.

SHOOL LOOP
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Junior Tough Guy and Gal Challenge
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On Wednesday the 17th June an
enthusiastic bunch of Year 3-8
students ventured to the
Ngaaruawahia Christian Camp to
attend the Tough Guy & Gal Mud
Run and it truely lived up to its
name; it was very muddy!

Our students had a fantastic
time, represented our kura with
pride and showed the Wai Way
through their bravery and
courage to give anything a go.

They had to run, slip, walk, crawl,
and slide their way through the
course, along with hundreds of
other students from around the
area. Thank you to Hayley, Emily,
Catherine and Stacey for helping
us transport the children to and
from the event.
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Junior Tough Guy and Gal Challenge
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Koowhai Room Hamilton Zoo Trip

Our Koowhai class went to the
Hamilton Zoo to learn about
animals, their habitat and how we
can be kaitiaki (guardians) for
animals, especially those who are
endangered. We had loads of fun
doing so. Here are some snapshots
of our day.
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Poohutukawa Room

In Poohutukawa Class we have been delving into Algebra.

We are creating patterns, posing questions for our classmates to solve
and working out how to solve algebraic equations. We are learning that
in algebra, when we don't know what a number is yet, we use a letter
(like x, y, or a) as a mask.

These letters are called variables because the number hiding behind
them can vary (change). We are also discovering that the most
important rule in algebra is that the equals sign (=) acts like a perfectly
balanced playground see-saw. Whatever is on the left side has to weigh
the exact same as whatever is on the right side. If the scale is balanced,
and you add a block to one side, it tilts!

To keep it balanced, you have to do the exact same thing to both sides.

Here are some photos of our pattern creating session where we had to
create continuing patterns and then figure out the monetary value of
our pattern - combining algebra and financial literacy in one!
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July Holiday Activities
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WINTER 2026 SCHOOL ROLIDAY

CHILD REHF_EBNGRI{SHDF’S
:
~@

.

Looking for something fun & creative to entertain your children these holidays?
Consider a Young at Art workshop!

PR OUTSTAMDING OWLS, Miked Media on carvas (6 yrs+) - Pukekobe

Tuesday 72 July 2028, 2. 00am - 12.00pm

Using a variety of different mediums inchuding paing and inberesting papers to create your oan
outstanding owl on camsas.

PHZ CUPCAKES OM CAMWVAS, (B -1T7yrs] - Pukekohe

Tues T July 20264, 1.00pm - 4.00pm

De=sign your own creative cupcake and fearn how fo wse acrybic paings and how &o 2dd form, light
and depth bo vour work

PRI, COOL CATS, Printing |6 yrs+]

Thursday Fth buly 2024, 9 00=m - 12 00pm

Create an interesting and painterly backgrounds, then a create a super cool cat with pattern to
crexte shanning bock prints.

P4, TEE DYE & TOTE BAGS (Byrs - 17yrs)

Thursday Pth July 2024, 1.00pm - 4. 00pm;

Tie chye wousr awn t-shirt or pdlowcas= and then creste your own personal design to paink on toa
tote bag.

*Pleo=e node tobe bags will be provided along with a péece of fobric for the Tie Dye project. if yowr child
would ke to bring olong a t-sfirt or pifowcase to bie dye they ore welcome too. We sugges 100%
cotton or s much cotton content as possible for the best resalts

FOR BOOKINGS OR MORE INFO:
wWwwLyoungatart.oo.nz or adminiE@youngatart.conz £ Mob Mo, 0297 712 $23
HOMAE STUDID, 117 Valley Rd, Pukekohe (side entrance]

Holidays, Term Time and Arty Parties.
Children, Teens, Adults & Corporate events!
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Onewhero Thunder Basketball Club

Onewhero Thunder Basketball Club

Term 3 Expressions of Interest are now open!
5 yrs-18 years old
No experience necessary.

For more info: onewherethunder@gmail.com

Onewhero Thunder Basketball Club

Franklin Basketball Association
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Please support our newsletter sponsors

A BIG Thank You to Ngahuia

Thompson, our rural mail \(—-'
with he delvery of MR mctercycles 4 |
o motorcycles,
with the delivery of < J-/-ij 2/
our school newsletter and so SALES - SERVICE - PARTS - ACCESSORIES
much more. Kawasaki & : :
lisangahuia@yahoo.co.nz 09237 3095 | 5 STADIUM DR, PUKEKOHE M @ el \ @ H N G

Phone number 027 3973255 WWW MRMOTORCYCLES.CONZ

Keith Marshall
027 317 4657 or 07 825 4458

nor-west@outlook.com

(IRCARETY NEW.ZEAL,‘% Tha nk you ‘
HOA Glen Murray

TE KARAKA : RN, —
STATION & LODGE Cﬂ'mmUﬁlt‘f Association Inc.

Open for lseh Baokings! fpr your continuing support of
Gift Vouchers available! Waikaretu School

Q© SHEARING ©

WAIKARETU, NZ

Mobile: 021 776 486 =
%) Stay@tekarakalodge.co.nz

Emilywelch648@gmail.com B 09 242 9229
Open Wednesday to Sunday :
Counties

Energy

Far more info

2 Don
R 027 467 5825

don@onraadtransport.ng TRANSPORT

Livestock - Fertiliser - Aglime - Metal - Animal Feed

a
d y n a m I C 07 825 4805 /07 826 3666 & office@teakautransport.nz

ACCOUNTING SOLUTIONS Counties Bulk Haulage Ltd

Pijcy Emen Bulk Cartage
0273188527 or 09 2333042

www.das.org.nz Metal. Sand. Fertiliser. Lime
E: nicole@das.org.nz Bobcat Hire

Bookkeepi rt, GST, payroll, Fuel Excise, Duty Refund _ |
e R payroll, fuel Exclse, Duty Relunds  govd: 0274978685  Email: countiesbulk@xtra.co.nz
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Thank you Sponsors!
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