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WWW.WAIKARETU.SCHOOL.NZKia ora koutou,

Welcome back to Term 3!  I  hope you all  had a wonderful school break with your families
and are feeling refreshed for another action-packed term ahead. We have a lot of
exciting learning and activities l ined up, so please keep an eye out for dates and details
in our upcoming communications.

Here are a few important updates and highlights to kick off  the term:
·Physical Education :  Training for our upcoming Cross Country,  focusing on stamina,
pacing,  and personal goal setting.
·Science:  Exploring Earth Systems, Universe,  and Space—delving into how our Earth is
formed, rocks and minerals ,  how humans learn about our planet to make it  a better
place and how the Earth’s resources are used. We will  also be exploring stars and other
planets.
·Visual Arts:  Getting creative with visual arts projects in preparation for Pet Day 2026.

From Monday to Thursday in Week 4,  our students will  be participating in the Swim
Safe program every morning in Huntly.  Delivered through Swimming Waikato and
Belgravia Leisure,  this fantastic water safety and aquatic education initiative teaches
essential  survival ,  swimming, and boating safety skil ls .  It ’s  a crucial  program for our
kids,  so please ensure your tamariki  bring their swim gear each morning that week.
More information and a consent form will  go home soon.

Mark your calendars!  We are proud to be hosting our Annual Inter-School Cross Country
on Friday,  14th August.  This is  always a highlight of the school calendar,  but running an
event of this scale takes a vi l lage.  To keep this well-oiled machine running smoothly,  we
need parent marshals and helpers on the day.  I f  you can lend a hand—even for an hour
or two—please let the school off ice know.

A massive THANK YOU to all  the parents who turned out for our working bee last
weekend! As the saying goes,  many hands make l ight work,  and seeing our parents
come together to freshen up our school grounds was great.  Your commitment to our
school community is  deeply appreciated.
Thank you for your continued support as we jump headfirst into Term 3.  Let 's  make it  a
fantastic term!

Ngaa manaakitanga,

Bernie Denton-van Loon
Principal /  Tumuaki
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IMPORTANT DATES

Tuesday 4  Augustt h

Year 7 & 8 Technology Huntly

Wednesday 12  Augustt h

BOT Meeting @ 5:30 pm

10  August -  13  Augustt h t h

SwimSafe Huntly

Friday 14  Augustt h

Waikaretu School Cross
Country

Thursday 27  Augustt h

Waikaretu School Speeches
9:15 am

Thursday 10  Septembert h

Cluster Speeches

Thursday 24  Septembert h

Last Day Term 3

Friday 25  Septembert h

Teacher Only Day

Every Friday we will heat
up any food the children
bring (pies, sausage rolls,
toasted sandwiches etc)
for lunch in the pie
warmer. Please let them
know to give their
wrapped (not clingfilm)
named food to a teacher
in the morning.

Happy
Birthday

Nelly 
who turns 8
on the 7  of

August

t h

Waikaretu School Cross Countr y

Waikaretu School is  hosting the cross
country run on Friday the 14  of August.t h

This is  one of our most celebrated  annual
events that we organise for the Huntly
West Rural Schools Cluster.  It  is  also an
important fundraiser event for us and we
require parent help for marshall ing,  food
cooking/sell ing and setting up the course.
There will  be a preperation afternoon at
school on Monday the 10  of August at
3:00 pm to set up the course and have a
general t idy up. Please let us know if  you
can assist prior or on the day of the event.

t h

Any questions regarding the set up of the
course,  please contact Emily Welch on 021
776 486.

A huge thanks to Anna & Tom Mandeno for
letting us  use their  land for the course.
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Community Notices

See the last page of our newsletter
for our sponsors and their services.

WAIKARETU PLAYGROUP

Bring your Tamariki  along for a
play.  Have a chat and coffee and
make lasting connections with
the other mothers,  fathers,  or
caregivers at the school.  Please
contact Catherine Hore 021 113
7770

All  school Boards review their policies
throughout the year to ensure legal
compliance,  improve student safety,  and
adapt to community needs.  

At any time, as a community member,
you will  be able to have a say on
currently reviewed policies by going to:
https://www.schooldocs.co.nz/login  f ind
Waikaretu School in the drop down list ,
and log in with the following details :

waikaretu
striving

School Policies Review

https://www.schooldocs.co.nz/login
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C o m m u n i t y  N o t i c e s  C o n t i n u e d

LINE DANCING AT WAIKARETU HALL

The caller and 3 dancers were excellent and there was a lot of laughter.
Many people said they would l ike to do it  again and of course the pot
luck dinner was great.  

The Caller -  Louisa whom many know as the manager of the West
Waikato coastal Catment Group expressed admiration for the hall  and
it certainly showed off  the sort of community use we want to have
there so we are open to suggestions and organisers for future events.

Huge thanks to the Rural Port Waikato Community Board which
granted us funds to put on the event.
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Attendance  Awards & Assembly  3  Julyrd
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The top Attendance Awards
for term 2 went to Libby,
Caeley,  Aria,  Mason, Margo &
Mac; Attendance improves
achievement.  Well  done!

We said goodbye to the
lovely teacher Annabel Glenn
who covered Hannah
Cassidy’s maternity leave for
Term 2.  We will  miss you and
thanks for all  your amazing
teaching!

Thank You to our SkoolLoop
sponsors
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Assembly & Awards 24  Julyth
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Will ,  Ayden, Nelly and Mac
received the WAI Way assembly
certif icates.  

The WAI Way prizes
went to Nelly and
Lincoln.

Nelly received her WAI Way
band.

Brave
Courageous
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On Wednesday the 1  of July
we celebrated Matariki  with
our community at Weraroa
Marae.  

s t

Thank you to our Kaumatua
Russell  and Weraroa Marae
Board for allowing our tamariki
to have the opportunity to
celebrate with their whaanau
and friends in such a beautiful
place.  

We are so proud of how well
our tamariki  performed and
thank you to our community
for supporting them. 

School Matariki Evening
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MATARIKI
CELEBRATION
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